Organizational Leadership
Roosevelt Island Historical Society

The Roosevelt Island Historical Society has led efforts to document and celebrate the
Island'’s history and preserve its landmark buildings for more than 30 years.

Most recently, the group successfully lobbied for funding for further restoration of the 1796
Blackwell House and engineered the move and restoration of a circa 1900 trolley kiosk
that originally stood on the Manhattan side of the 59th Street Bridge. The kiosk is now a
popular visitor and history center for the Island.

The kiosk move required working with the City Council, the New York City Department of
Cultural Affairs, and the New York City Department of Design and Construction to raise
the monies needed for the mave, prepare the site, and construct the storefront and entry
area. The Society also raised money for staff and organized historical exhibits to be featured
in the kiosk.

The group’s archives have assisted the restoration of other Island landmarks, including the
Octagon and the Strecker Laboratory — both previous Lucy G. Moses awardees — and the
planned stabilization and restoration of the former Smallpox Hospital designed by James
Renwick.

Judy Berdy. the Society’s president, is the resident voice of Roosevelt Island preservation.
In addition to advocacy, she has written extensively about the Island’s history and is a
frequent lecturer and tour leader.
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